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POLICY/PURPOSE:   
This directive establishes policy and procedure for the canine unit and the use of canine teams. 
 
A properly trained canine, at the direction of its handler, can be more effective than a human in certain situations.  A K-9 
can be faster and has a keener sense of smell and hearing.  It is the policy of the Cedar Rapids Police Department 
(CRPD) to utilize a K-9 in those situations where it will either be more effective or when the risk dictates that a K-9 
should be used to avoid jeopardizing the safety of an officer. 
 
Primary functions of the canine unit are: 

 Narcotics searches 

 Tracking fugitives or lost persons 

 Conducting building searches 

 Area searches for criminal suspects 

 Apprehension of criminal suspects 

 Recovery of evidence 

 Explosive detection 
 
PROCEDURE:   
Call Out Procedure:  

 An emergency call-out of the K-9 unit must have the approval of a shift commander. 

 The K-9 unit may be sent to work with outside agencies, in an emergency situation, after approval by the Patrol 
Captain.  If the Patrol Captain cannot be reached, then approval may be made by the shift supervisor, with the 
Patrol Captain advised as soon as possible. 

 The K-9 handler will report without delay to the officer in charge of the scene when called out. 
 
K-9 Duties (Patrol): 

 Perform Narcotics searches 

 Respond to open doors on alarms 

 Respond to suspicious persons calls 

 Respond to felony-in-progress calls 

 Respond to vehicle and foot pursuits 

 Provide backup to patrol units 

 Provide high visible foot patrol when necessary 

 Perform K-9 demonstrations 

 Provide explosive searches 
 



CEDAR RAPIDS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

APPLIES TO: Department 

Page 2 of 4 

POLICY TITLE: Canine Unit STANDARD/REF #: 41.1.4 

APPROVED BY: Wayne Jerman, Chief REVIEWED DATE: 3/25/2008 

REQUIRED REVIEWERS: Canine Unit Lead REVISED DATE: 8/12/2014 

    

 
 

Canine Handler Responsibilities: 
Canine handlers will keep their canine under control at all times. 
 
Canine handlers may release their K-9 when such release is necessary to: 

 Protect a citizen or police officer from physical attack. 

 Pursue and apprehend a person whom the canine handler has reasonable grounds to believe has committed a 
serious misdemeanor or above when other means of apprehension would be less effective or place a person in 
jeopardy. 

 Search an uninhabited structure or enclosure for the purpose of locating a secreted person suspected of a 
crime. 

  
Prior to searching an uninhabited structure or enclosure a K-9 handler will: 

 Give the following verbal warning “This is the Cedar Rapids Police K-9 Unit.  Anyone inside the building 
(enclosure or area) sound off and make your presence known or I will send in my police dog and you will be 
bitten (times two).  This is your final warning.” 

 Give suspect time to give up, but do not set a time limit. 
 
K-9 Operation: 
Drug Searches: 

 The canine trained in drug detection can detect marijuana, cocaine, methamphetamine, heroin and crack. 

 The K-9 unit will be used to assist both the Narcotics Unit and the Field Operations Division. 

 The K-9 will not be used to routinely search people.  

 K-9 units will assist in the detection of drugs in vehicles, a residence or other structures only after there is 
sufficient probable cause to warrant the use of the K-9. 

 Schools 

 Packages 

 Buses 

 Hotels 
 
Area Searches: 

 The canine is trained to seek out persons by wind direction, scent and body follicles, which the wind may carry.   

 The use of the canine for such searches of buildings, structures and terrain will be conducted either on or off 
leash. 
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Tracking: 

 When responding to a request for a track of a suspect or prowler, a canine handler will request the 
Communication Center to assign units to secure the perimeter in order to contain the suspect.   

 Other police officers should not pursue, trail or search the area, so as to leave the area undisturbed for the K-9 
team to search. 

 The K-9 is trained to track a person footstep for footstep and to indicate on any objects that person may have 
left or dropped near the track. 

 The canine can also track lost or missing persons. 
 
Vehicle Pursuits: 

 K-9 units may initiate or follow in vehicle pursuits and will follow the directives pertaining to same. 

 K-9 Units may deploy during pursuits which are initiated from traffic infractions or misdemeanors. 
o When there is probable cause that a serious misdemeanor or above has been committed (i.e. a drug 

transaction is observed, a stolen vehicle, domestic assault, etc.) a K-9 may be deployed during a 
vehicle pursuit with permission by a command officer. 

o There may be extenuating circumstances in which K-9 deployment by a commander would be proper 
during pursuits initiated from infractions or misdemeanors (i.e. armed suspect, violent suspect, etc.). 

 
Juveniles: 
CRPD K-9 as a rule will not be deployed on known juvenile offenders, however, K-9’s will be allowed to deploy on 
known juvenile suspects who are violent or thought to be armed and has or is suspected of committing a serious 
misdemeanor or above. 
 
Use of Force: 
The canine will be permitted to engage and apprehend in situations where effectiveness dictates: 

 In the pursuit of a fleeing person suspected of committing a serious misdemeanor or above. 

 To subdue a person who physically resists arrest. 

 To apprehend a person who has committed a serious misdemeanor or above and attempts to elude capture. 

 Each K-9 handler will give a verbal warning to a fleeing suspect before the canine is released.  The warning 
must be loud and clear.  The warning must inform the subject that the dog will be released and is trained to bite 
if he fails to stop and/or surrender. 

 
K-9 Apprehension: 

 A report from the K-9 handler with a cover memo by the shift supervisor will be made to the K-9 supervisor and 
Patrol Captain on all apprehensions which result in injury. 

 Photographs will be taken of injuries, which result from a deployment.  
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 In case of accidental dog bite, the injuries will be photographed if possible and the victim will be encouraged to 
seek medical attention.  The shift supervisor will be notified immediately and a departmental report will be filled 
out.  A copy of the report, along with a cover memo by the shift supervisor, will be sent to the K-9 supervisor 
and Patrol Captain. 

 
Housing of Canine: 

 Department K-9’s will normally be housed outside of the handler’s residence.  The handler may house the 
animal inside his residence during times of inclement weather or illness of the canine. 

 A K-9 handler may take his K-9 with him when on vacation or otherwise away from home.  If the K-9 does 
accompany the handler away from home, the handler will be responsible to exercise proper care regarding the 
safety of other persons with whom the K-9 may come in contact. 

 
Canine Vehicles: 

 Each K-9 will be assigned a car and only operated by the K-9’s handler, except for maintenance purposes. 

 Canine handlers may use their assigned vehicle for: 
o Transportation of K-9 to and from work to home 
o Transportation of K-9 to veterinarian 
o Pick up necessary food and equipment 
o For transportation to demonstrations and public appearances 
o Schools and training 
o Call outs 

 
Training: 
Each handler will ensure that they train a minimum of 16 hours per month. 

 Each handler will document and maintain all team and individual training that they conduct. 

 The K-9 supervisor will ensure that all handlers are achieving the minimum number of hours of training. 
 
Selection Process: 
Each candidate will undergo a selection process in order to become a K-9 handler in accordance with the Position 
Vacancies and Transfers directive. 

 
When the time comes that a K-9 is taken out of service due to retirement or disability, it will be at the discretion of the 
Chief of Police to decide if the retired K-9’s handler will receive a new K-9, or if the department-wide selection process 
described above will be implemented. 
 


